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Clayton woman forgoes retirement for fitting new career

By Lindsay Doty

Some of the earbest memaones for 68-year-
obd Diane Frewer are being at her mothers
feet under the sewing machine. At just
E-years old, she started leaming basic hand
stitches from “mom” before graduating to the
pedal years later.

"My mother was rmy mentor. When we
WeTe Qrowang up, mom made our dothes and
| learmed a kot from her,” Frewer said.

What that little garl dicdin't realize then is that
her sewing shills would become 3 ifelong
passion and a career, but cne that wouwldn'
fully blossom untll many decades Bter.

Diane Frewer spent twenty years asa 911
operator in places like Colorado and the city
of Carmel. She also spent 20 years working
at a law firm. And while she enjoyed both
careers, she always had her needle and
thread chose by.

“Aryy time | had a day off, a holiday, or a va-
cation, if | had extra trme at night, weslkends, |
Was abways sewing, she remeemisers.

It was a hobby and a part-tme business
she ran from home starting back in 1976 But
it wias abways just part-ime. Lintil now:.

Thiree years ago —and newly retired—
Frewser decided to launch A Fttng Creation, a
out of her home near Oayton.

T LOVE " she shouts joyfully "Oh my gash, |
wish | could have done it soones”

During business hours, you can find her
doing fittings or comfortably seated at her

tin metal roof room
Hlulldlmd built for her on thewr prop-
erty (she pokes about her “long” commute).
Frewer believes she does her best stitch
work when it rains or snows.

"To me it's pust wery soothing to watch the
smow come down quisthy and softly. That's
just the place to be”

The sevang professional specializes in
bridal and formal wear alterations and has
even been dubbed "The Fairy Godmother™ fior
hier waillirgniess to show up on the big day to
bustie a dress or do a last-minute hem.

She also does alterations on daily wear and
cain create custom dothes. She will do home
déscor but admits she'd rather dress “a body™
than “a window™

A perfectionist, she puts everything into
bsr woarks.

"My heeart is in my sewing. | abwanys feel if |
woldn't wear it, they are not going to wear
it | do put my blood sweat and tears into it,
whether | do t-shirt quilts or bridal gowns”

Frewer is doing well with her referral
business and has a small staff to handle her

website and Instagram in hopes of growing
her business.

Whilz marry shoppers and bargain hunters
wiouldn't consider profiessional altemations,
Fressser rermands us how a beautifully tailored
dress of jacket can be 3 worthwhile imestment.

“f you don't mind putting a iitte money
ko it 50 it does fit you, well then you've got a
MiCE garment you can wear fior a long tme.”

Her work s a diminishing art, no longer
passed down by grandmothers and micthers
like generations past Frewer is thankful to
have soaked up those skalls and hopes to one
day find somebody to take over her worke

“It is disheartening to me. | don't have
anyone comang up behind me. | would love
to find someone who is truly interested
in the art and has some of the skills and |

would teach them.”

i'.-'




